Compréhension écrite
Read the text and then answer the questions.
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	I come home the next night to the sound of trouble. I can hear Tom shouting and Molly crying.

"What's going on?" David and the kids are sitting around the kitchen table, David at the head, Molly to the left, Tom to his right. The table has been cleared of its usual detritus - post, old newspapers, small plastic models found in cereal packets, apparently in an attempt to create an atmosphere of a conference.

"He's given my computer away", says Tom. Tom doesn't often cry, but his eyes are glistening, either with fury or tears, it's hard to tell.

"And now I've got to share mine," says Molly, whose ability to cry has never been in any doubt.

"We didn't need two", says David. "Two is ....... Not obscene, exactly. But certainly greedy. They're never on the things at the same time."

"So you just gave one away. Without consulting them. Or me". 

"I felt that consultation would have been pointless".

"You mean they wouldn't have wanted you to do it?"

"They maybe wouldn't have understood why I wanted to".

It was David, of course, who insisted on the kids having a computer each for Christmas last year. I had wanted them to share, not because I’m mean, but because I was beginning to worry about spoiling them, and the sight of these two enormous boxes beside the tree did nothing to ease my uneasiness. This wasn't the kind of parent I wanted to be, I remember thinking, as Tom and Molly attacked the acres of wrapping paper with a violence that repelled me. And here I am, six months later, outraged that my son and daughter aren't allowed to keep what is theirs.

"Where did you take it?"

"The women's refuge in Kentish Town. I read about it in the local paper. They had nothing there for the kids at all."

I don't know what to say. The frightened, unhappy children of frightened, unhappy women have nothing; we have two of everything. We give away some, a tiny fraction, of what we have too much of. What is there for me to be angry about? 

"Why does it have to be us who gives them everything? Why can't the Government?" asks Tom.

"The Government can't pay for everything," says David. "We've got to pay for some things ourselves".

"We did", says Tom "We paid for that computer ourselves".

"I mean", says David, "that if we're worried about what's happening to poor people, we can't wait for the Government to do anything. We have to do what we think is right".

"Well, I don't think this is right", says Tom
 

"Why not?"

"Because it's my computer".


Adapted from How to be Good by Nick Hornby
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Compréhension écrite
Classes de seconde
Répondre directement ci-dessous
1. Who are the characters in the text? Give their relationships and their names, where possible.

2. Where does the scene take place, precisely? 

3. Who do the following pronouns refer to?

He's given my computer away. (l. 7) 

his eyes are glistening (l. 7-8) 


outraged that my son and daughter aren't allowed to keep what's theirs (l.23) 


They had nothing there for the kids at all (l. 25-26) 


We have two of everything.(l. 28)


4. Reorder the following events, putting them in the order in which they really happened. 
Number from 1 to 6.
- The narrator comes home. 



- Tom finds himself without a computer. 


- David reads about the women's refuge. 


- The children get a computer each at Christmas. 


- The parents disagree about Christmas presents. 


- David and the children have an argument. 


5. Sum up the problem in the text. What has David done, and why? 

6. At the beginning of the story, the children are:

	delighted
	unpleasant
	angry
	miserable
	happy
	joyful
	upset
	frightened


Circle the adjectives you choose from the list and justify your choice(s) with quotation(s) from the text.

Justifications:
7. In the following sentences, the choice of the verb form insists on

la généralité / l’aspect définitif /le déroulement /le résultat /
Copy your choice next to the sentence.

- Tom doesn't often cry.


- His eyes are glistening with tears.



- He's given my computer away. 



- So you just gave one away.


8. Complete the sentences, using the correct quantifier. Choose from the list below. Use a different one each time.

	much
	many
	lots of
	little
	a little
	few
	a few
	any
	some
	no


- in general, nowadays, children get .................................... toys at Christmas.

- the father thinks that the children have too .......................... of everything and should be prepared to give .......................... things to children who have very ....................... games. For the father, there isn't ......................... problem!

9. Modals. Pair with the idea expressed.
incapacity / interdiction / necessity / probability

- They maybe wouldn't have understood (l. 16).


- My son and daughter aren't allowed to keep what's theirs (l.23).



- The government can't pay for everything (l. 32).


- You have to do what you think is right (l. 36-37).



10. Vocabulary

Suggest a translation for:​

glisten (l. 8)

mean (l. 18)


 greedy (l. 12)

repelled (l. 22) 


11. Answer ONE question. Write about 150 words.
A. 
One of the children writes to a friend, complaining about what has happened and explaining his / her feelings.

OR
B. 
After the children have gone to bed, David tries to convince the narrator that his decision was right. She disagrees. Write their dialogue. Use structures of advice, agreement and disagreement.
(
